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Number of Immigrants in the Gulf South (2008)
Total number of immigrants in the United States in 2008: 38,016,360

Immigrant Population by Region of Nativity in Gulf South (2008)
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IMMIGRATION POPULATION IN THE GULF SOUTH IN 2008

GULF SOUTH ALABAMA FLORIDA LOUISIANA MISSISSIPPI TEXAS

Immigrants 7,605,360 131,909 3,404,395 134,704 59,505 3,874,847

% of population 13.9% 2.8% 18.6% 3% 2% 15.9%

Estimated
Undocumented 2,700,000 100,000 1,050,000 65,000 35,000 1,450,000

Who Dat? Immigrants in the Gulf South
By Anna Alicia Chavez, JSRI Immigration Specialist, and Christi Schott

CHILDREN OF IMMIGRATION

ALABAMA FLORIDA LOUISIANA MISSISSIPPI TEXAS

Total population of children 1,119,517 4,016,408 1,111,291 763,312 6,604,356

Citizen children with immigrant parents 52,555 (4.7%) 955,347 (23.8%) 46,650 (4.2%) 35,000 (4.6%) 1,788,755 (27.1%)

Living below poverty line 8,000 (22.6%) 153,000 (16.2%) 9,000 (15.6%) 3,000 (15.6%) 516,000 (32.2%)

IMMIGRANT WORKFORCE IN THE GULF SOUTH

ALABAMA FLORIDA LOUISIANA MISSISSIPPI TEXAS

Immigrants in workforce 78,146 (3.9%) 1,993,939 (23.8%) 80,097 (4.2%) 31,803 (2.6%) 2,256,912 (20.6%)

Immigrants earning < $25,000 46.2% 39.4% 37.5% 51.7% 48.6%

Top 3 industries that employ immigrants
Manufacturing, construction,

education/health/social
assistance

Construction, 
education/health/social
assistance, retail trade

Construction, education/
health/social assistance,
tourism/food services

Manufacturing, construction,
tourism/food services

Construction, education/
health/social assistance,

manufacturing

Immigrants amoung low-wage workers 5.5% 35.4% 5.1% 3.4% 34.1%

Immigrants living below poverty line 27,930 (20.8%) 488,444 (14.4%) 24,430 (17.6%) 9,773 (20%) 836,361 (21.1%)

Between 2000 and 2008, the immigrant population in the
United States grew from an estimated 31 million to 37.9
million. Much of this growth has been in the Gulf South. 
In fact, the Gulf South is home to one fifth of the nation’s
immigrants. Recent updates from the Migration Policy
Institute show that between 2000 and 2008, Mississippi
ranked fifth and Alabama sixth in the nation for the largest
percentage growth in immigrant populations. Texas ranked
second and Florida third for the largest numeric growth in
immigrant populations, and Texas ranked third and Florida
fourth for the largest immigrant populations. Today, as is in
past generations, immigrants contribute to our society in
significant ways. In this summer’s issue of JustSouth
Quarterly, we feature statistics and characteristics of
immigrants in the Gulf South. 

IMMIGRATION BY THE NUMBERS

JustSouth Quarterly, Summer 2010



5

JESUIT SOCIAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE

U.S. IMMIGRANTS ARE 
SMALL BUSINESS OWNERS

Immigrants constitute

of the total U.S. workforce.

of small business owners in
the U.S. are immigrants, along with 

of new business owners.

of immigrants are more 
likely to start a business than are 
non-immigrants.

was generated 
by immigrant business owners, out of
the $577 billion in U.S. business income
in 2000.

of all new immigrant business
owners each month are concentrated in
Florida, Texas, and New York.

United States (1,436,410)

Alabama (4,361)

Florida (146,039)

Louisiana (7,940)

Mississippi (2,310)

Texas (125,184)

16.6%

83.4%

WORK, BUSINESS AND THE ECONOMY
The primary "pull" factor for most immigrants is work and the means it provides
for sustaining working families. Immigrants contribute their work to the economy
and often become entrepreneurs themselves.

Number of Immigrant Small Business Owners for U.S. and Gulf South

Loyola University New Orleans

ECONOMIC CONTRIBUTIONS, EDUCATION, AND ENGLISH PROFICIENCY OF IMMIGRANTS IN THE GULF SOUTH

ALABAMA FLORIDA LOUISIANA1 MISSISSIPPI TEXAS

Total purchasing power
Latinos: $3.1 billion

Asian: $1.8 billion   

Latinos: $101.3 billion

Asian: $15.8 billion  

Latinos: $4 billion

Asian: $2.2 billion  

Latinos: $1.6 billion

Asian: $862.1 million  

Latinos: $175.3 billion

Asian: $33.5 billion  

Losses to state if all
unauthorized immigrants
were removed

Gross state product: 
$1.1 billion

Economic output:
$2.6 billion
17,819 jobs

Expenditures: $43.9 billion

Economic output:
$19.5 billion

262,436 jobs

Expenditures: $947 million

Economic output:
$421 million

6,660 jobs

Gross state product: 
$259 million

Economic output: 
$583 million
4,680 jobs

Expenditures: $69.3 billion

Economic output:
$30.8 billion 

403,174 jobs

2008 – 09 foreign students’
economic contribution  

$129 million No Data No Data $44.3 million $1.2 billion

Percent of naturalized U.S.
citizen immigrants with a
bachelor’s or higher degree

36% 27.6% 36.3% 28.8% 26.8%

In 2007, children of
immigrants ages 5 – 17 who
spoke English “very well” 

67.4% 79.1% 74% 74.1% 70%

1 Latino workers were and continue to be essential to rebuilding the Gulf Coast region after Hurricane Katrina. According to a study from the Americas
Society and Council of the Americas, Latino workers contributed to making 86.9% of households habitable after Hurricane Katrina in six parishes
surrounding New Orleans in 2008. FOR ADDITIONAL ENDNOTES, SEE PAGE 6.
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Immigrants in the Gulf South from Top Sending Countries

Mexico Carribean Columbia Vietnam El Salvador India

2000 2,110,596 1,161,432 182,085 169,328 127,612 122,782 

2008 2,738,022 1,404,049 241,122 216,631 213,383 207,707 


