April 16, 2010
Dear Speaker Pelosi and Chairman Miller:

The undersigned organizations write to express our strong support for the Local Jobs for
America Act (HR 4812), which would create a million public and private jobs in local
communities. We applaud Congressman Miller for the introduction of this critical legislation.

Since the recession began in December 2007, the economy has lost over 8 million jobs, including
many providing critical services in communities across the country. The current crisis of
unemployment is devastating families all across America. February’s unemployment report
revealed an overall jobless rate of 9.7 percent; among African-Americans the jobless rate was a
staggering 15.8 percent, among Latinos, 12.4 percent, among women who head families, 11.6%,
and among youth, 25 percent.

We need bold Congressional action in order to put Americans back to work and prevent more
layoffs and cuts in crucial services. The Local Jobs for America Act will not only provide
employment for hundreds of thousands of jobless workers, it will create and save jobs for
workers who are providing services that our communities badly need.

The Local Jobs for America Act provides $100 billion over two years to create or save 750,000
jobs providing local services, and to save 250,000 education jobs. The funding will also keep
5,500 law enforcement officers on the beat, allow localities to hire additional firefighters, and
provide on-the-job training slots to help local businesses create employment opportunities. These
jobs in turn will put money in the pockets of families, spurring demand in the economy and
creating additional private-sector jobs and tax revenues.

Projections of a slow recovery in the labor market underscore the urgent need to create jobs now.
Job-creation must precede short-term deficit reduction as lost tax revenue from joblessness is
significantly exacerbating our nation’s fiscal problems. As local and national organizations who
are witnessing firsthand the current crisis of unemployment and the increased need for services
in the face of deep budget cuts, we believe that a bold response cannot wait.

We support quick passage of the Local Jobs for America Act to immediately put Americans back
to work, in addition to meeting pressing needs in our communities.
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