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Louisiana, LaSalle Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) 
Processing Center in Jena and Pine Prairie ICE Processing Center 
in Pine Prairie, which together can detain up to 2,254 immigrants. 
By the end of this summer, ICE had signed agreements with local 
sheriffs and private prison companies to detain immigrants in 
nine former correctional facilities located in rural communities in 
north and southwest Louisiana, expanding the number of beds 
available to detain immigrants in Louisiana to 11,541, second 
only to Texas.2 In August, 55,220 immigrants were detained by 
ICE nationwide—the highest number of detained immigrants 
ever.3 Since 2018, ICE has opened two large detention centers in 
Mississippi as well, in Natchez and Tutwiler.4 (See Chart 1).

ICE arrests have skyrocketed under the Trump administration, 
especially in the New Orleans ICE District, which saw a 54 
percent increase in arrests in FY 2017, followed by another 29 
percent increase in FY 2018.6,7 Since the early 1990s Louisiana 
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It was good news for supporters of criminal justice reform this 
past spring when the Louisiana Department of Corrections 
announced a significant drop in the state’s prison population as 
a result of 2017 sentencing reform bills. At a press conference on 
June 13, state officials touted a 20 percent decrease of persons 
incarcerated for nonviolent crimes and a 42 percent decrease in 
the number of persons sent to prison for drug possession since 
the reforms were implemented. The total number of persons 
imprisoned in Louisiana at the end of 2018 was 32,397, almost 19 
percent lower than its peak in 2012. The governor told reporters 
that Louisiana was no longer the “incarceration capital” of the 
nation, and that “shedding that title is just the beginning.”1

Little did many anticipate that Louisiana’s historic effort to de-
incarcerate its residents would be the beginning of a massive 
expansion in the number of immigrants detained in the state. 
In 2016 there were two large immigrant detention centers in 
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Immigrant Detention Explodes 
in Louisiana and Mississippi

Name of Facility Location Capacity5 Operator
Driving Time from 

New Orleans

Percent  
Foreign Born in 
Parish/County

Bossier Parish Medium Security Facility Plain Dealing, LA 600 Sheriff 5 hr 39 min 4.1

Richwood Correctional Center Richwood, LA 1,129 LaSalle SW Corrections 4 hr 20 min 1.6

Jackson Parish Correctional Center Jonesboro, LA 1,252 LaSalle SW Corrections 4 hr 30 min 1.3

Winn Correctional Center Winnfield, LA 1,576 LaSalle SW Corrections 4 hr 11 min 0.4

River Correctional Center Ferriday, LA 602 LaSalle SW Corrections 3 hr 13 min 0.9

LaSalle ICE Processing Center Jena, LA 1,160 The GEO Group 3 hr 58 min 2.4

Catahoula Correctional Center Harrisonburg, LA 835 LaSalle SW Corrections 3 hr 22 min 1.6

Pine Prarie ICE Processing Center Pine Prairie, LA 1,094 The GEO Group 3 hr 10 min 3.2

Allen Correctional Center Kinder, LA 1,538 Sheriff 3 hr 23 min 3.6

Basile Detention Center Basile, LA 1,000 The GEO Group 3 hr  6 min 1.5

LaSalle Correctional Center Olla, LA 755 LaSalle SW Corrections 4 hr 9 min 2.4

Sub-Total 11,541
Adams County Correctional Center Natchez, MS 2,232 CoreCivic 2 hr 23 min 8.6

Tallahatchie County Correctional Center Tutwiler, MS 1,350 CoreCivic 5 hr 1 min 5.5

Sub-Total 3,582

TOTAL 15,123 TOTAL Average = 
3 hr 52 min

Chart 1: Information on LA and MS Immigration Detention Centers
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sheriffs have incarcerated over half of state-sentenced prisoners 
in parish-owned-and-operated correctional facilities.8 When 
they started to lose their state prisoners—and state funding—
to sentencing reforms, offers of ICE funding to detain the 
growing number of immigrants arrested by ICE were apparently 
too good to turn down. The ICE average daily rate to detain 
immigrants in Louisiana, approximately $70, is far greater than 
the $25.39 per diem offered by the Louisiana Department of 
Corrections!9,10 The warden at the East Baton Rouge Parish Jail 
recently informed advocates that it was getting difficult to place 
“overflow” arrestees since other parish jails were taking so many 
immigrant detainees.11 A North Louisiana immigrant advocate 
told me the “only silver lining” to the arrangement was that 
parish prison facilities would have to improve their conditions of 
confinement to meet ICE detention standards.12

A lawsuit filed by the Southern Poverty Law Center in August 
makes clear that the conditions of ICE detention facilities in 
Louisiana and elsewhere are far from satisfactory, however. The 
suit alleges that, due to ICE’s “abject failure to monitor and 
enforce detention standards” at the approximately 158 detention 
facilities overseen by the agency, detained immigrants are 
being denied health care, discriminated against because of their 
disabilities, and subjected to solitary confinement.13

According to Homero Lopez, Executive Director of Immigration 
Services and Legal Advocacy, a non-profit providing free legal 
services to immigrants detained in Louisiana, approximately 
75-80 percent of immigrants detained in the state are asylum 
seekers who requested asylum at the southern border.14 During 
the Obama Administration asylum seekers were often released 
on bond (usually granted by a judge) or parole (granted by ICE 
when the asylum seeker’s identity and lack of danger to the 
community have been established). Now immigration judges 
in Louisiana routinely deny almost every request to bond out of 
immigration detention, while the New Orleans ICE District Office 
has a near-blanket policy of denying parole.15,16 If the asylum 
seeker remains detained, her chances at obtaining asylum from a 
Louisiana-based immigration judge are bleak. Between 2013 and 
2018, over 84 percent of asylum cases heard by Louisiana-based 
immigration judges were denied.17 (The national rate of denial in 
that same time period was 56 percent.)18  

After fleeing persecution at the hands of government officials or 
gangs in their home countries, asylum seekers detained for months 
on end in Louisiana immigration detention facilities are becoming 
desperate. They have staged hunger strikes in Ferriday, Jena, and 
Bossier Parish.19, 20 On October 15, an asylum seeker from Cuba, 
Roylan Hernandez Diaz, detained since May, committed suicide in 
the Richwood Correctional Center in Monroe, Louisiana.21

Because detention centers in Louisiana and Mississippi are 
located in remote rural areas, it is very difficult for detained 
asylum seekers to obtain the competent legal counsel so critical 
to successfully pursue an asylum case. The average drive time 
from Louisiana and Mississippi immigrant detention centers 
to New Orleans, the city in the two-state area with the largest 
number of immigration attorneys, is three hours and 52 minutes.22 
Most detained immigrants speak Spanish or another foreign 
language. Only 4.2 percent of Louisiana residents and 2.3 percent 
of Mississippi residents are foreign-born. Texas, with 16.9 percent 
of its residents foreign-born, has 20 times the number of foreign 

language speakers as Louisiana and Mississippi combined.23 A 
member of my New Orleans church parish from Mexico, recently 
released from a Louisiana detention center, told me that detained 
immigrants there were routinely asked to interpret for prison 
officials, even regarding medical issues.24

We must demand that Congress de-fund the hyper-detention 
of immigrants and support humane and effective community-
based alternatives to detention for asylum seekers, like the one 
operated by Catholic Charities of New Orleans from 1998 to 
2003.25 How else can people of faith and good will in Louisiana 
and Mississippi respond to this human rights crisis in our 
“backyards”? One way is by volunteering with Detention Lifeline 
or Freedom for Immigrants to visit detained immigrants and, 
for some, assist with their cases.26 If Louisiana and Mississippi 
churches could mobilize members living near detention centers 
to visit detained immigrants, just their presence could help ensure 
that humane conditions of confinement are being observed. 

We are living in an era of relentless attacks on immigrants. So, 
too, our prayers, accompaniment work, and advocacy for just 
and humane immigration policies and laws must be relentless.

ENDNOTES

1 Toohey, G. (2019, June 27). “Louisiana Sees Large Drops in Prison Population 
a Year After Historic Criminal Justice Reforms.” The Advocate. https://www.
theadvocate.com/baton_rouge/news/crime_police/article_a5c01e10-7ad9-
11e8-856e-ebf326bf26bc.html.

2 Lanard, N. (2019, August 22). “Congress Told ICE to Detain Fewer People. Instead 
It Keeps Adding Private Prisons.” Mother Jones. https://www.motherjones.com/
politics/2019/08/congress-ice-louisiana-mississippi-private-prisons/.

3 Ibid.

4 Lanard, N. (2019, February 15). “ICE is Sending Hundreds of Asylum-Seekers 
to a Private Prison in Mississippi.” Mother Jones. https://www.motherjones.
com/politics/2019/02/ice-is-sending-hundreds-of-asylum-seekers-to-a-
private-prison-in-mississippi/.

5 Contact author for data sources for detention center capacities.

6 The New Orleans ICE District covers five states: Louisiana, Mississippi, 
Alabama, Arkansas, and Tennessee. See https://www.ice.gov/contact/ero

7 Weishar, S. Winter (2019). “Deportation and Family Impact: Trump 
Administration Enforcement Efforts in Context.” JustSouth Quarterly. http://
www.loyno.edu/jsri/publications.

8 Chang, C. (2012, May 13). “How We Built the World’s Prison Capital.” The 
Times-Picayune. (Hard-copy in JSRI files.)

9 Riegel, S. (2019, July 16). “Louisiana’s Role in the Immigration Debate.” 
Greater Baton Rouge Business Report. https://www.businessreport.com/
opinions/immigration-louisiana-riegel.

10 Merchant, N. (2019, October 9). “Louisiana Becomes New Hub in 
Immigrant Detention Under Trump.” AP News. https://www.apnews.com/
c72d49a100224cb5854ec8baea095044

11 From email communication with VOTE Organizing Coordinator Jennifer 
Harding, August 21, 2019.

12 Based on phone interview with confidential informant, June 20, 2019.

13 SPLC. (2019, August 19). “SPLC, Allies Sue ICE for Ignoring Medical, Mental 
Health and Disability Needs of Detained Immigrants." https://www.splcenter.
org/news/2019/08/19/splc-allies-sue-ice-ignoring-medical-mental-health-
and-disability-needs-detained-immigrants.

14 Author interview with attorney Homero Lopez, August 30, 2019.

15 See TRAC Immigration Court Bond Hearings and Related Case Decisions at https://
trac.syr.edu/phptools/immigration/bond/ and  https://cliniclegal.org/resources/ag-
revokes-immigration-judges-authority-release-certain-asylum-seekers-bond.

16 Lanard, N. (2019, April 30). “Louisiana Decided to Curb Mass Incarceration. Then 
ICE Showed Up." Mother Jones. https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2019/05/
louisiana-decided-to-curb-mass-incarceration-then-ice-showed-up/.

17 Author’s calculations based on data provided at https://trac.syr.edu/
immigration/reports/judge2018/denialrates.html.

—Endnotes continued on page 8



6363 St. Charles Avenue, Box 94
New Orleans, LA 70118-6143

(504) 864-7746
jsri@loyno.edu
www.loyno.edu/jsri

Connect with us!

Nonprofit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
New Orleans, LA
Permit No. 213

THE MISSION OF THE JESUIT SOCIAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE
The Jesuit Social Research Institute works to transform the Gulf South through action research, analysis, 
education, and advocacy on the core issues of poverty, race, and migration. The Institute is a collaboration 
of Loyola University New Orleans and the Society of Jesus rooted in the faith that does justice.

JustSouth is published quarterly by the Jesuit Social Research Institute, 
College of Arts and Sciences, Loyola University New Orleans,
6363 St. Charles Avenue, Box 94, New Orleans, LA 70118

The JustSouth Monthly is published 12 times a year 
and is available upon request without charge at jsri@loyno.edu.
Copyright 2014 © Jesuit Social Research Institute. ISSN 2161-315X

JustSouth Quarterly one-page articles are available free at loyno.edu/jsri/publications 

giving.loyno.edu/jsri

THIS EDITION OF THE  
JUSTSOUTH QUARTERLY MADE  
POSSIBLE BY A GENEROUS GIFT OF  
THE KELLER FAMILY FOUNDATION

—Continued from page 4 —Continued from page 7EDUCATION - ENDNOTES IMMIGRATION - ENDNOTES

1 Anderson, J. D. (1988). The Education of Blacks in the South, 1860-1935. University 
of North Carolina Press.

2 Watkins, W. H. (2001). The White Architects of Black Education: Ideology and Power 
in America, 1865-1954. Teachers College Press.

3 Brown v. Board of Education of Topeka, 347 U.S. 483 (1954) 
retrieved from: retrieved from: https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.
php?flash=false&doc=87&page=transcript. 

4 Clark, K., & Clark, M. (1947). Racial identification and preference in Negro children. 
In T. M. Newcomb & E. L. Harley (Eds.), Reading in Social Psychology (pp. 169–178). 
New York.

5 Orfield, G., Ee, J., Frankenberg, E., & Siegel-Hawley, G. (2016). "Brown" at 62: 
School Segregation by Race, Poverty and State. Civil Rights Project-Proyecto 
Derechos Civiles.

6 U.S. census data 1970 retrieved from: Steven Ruggles, Sarah Flood, Ronald Goeken, 
Josiah Grover, Erin Meyer, Jose Pacas and Matthew Sobek. IPUMS USA: Version 9.0 
[dataset]. Minneapolis, MN: IPUMS, 2019. https://doi.org/10.18128/D010.V9.0

7 U.S. census data 2016 five year averages retrieved from: Steven Ruggles, Sarah 
Flood, Ronald Goeken, Josiah Grover, Erin Meyer, Jose Pacas and Matthew Sobek. 
IPUMS USA: Version 9.0 [dataset]. Minneapolis, MN: IPUMS, 2019. https://doi.
org/10.18128/D010.V9.0

8 Second Vatican Council. (1965). Gravissimum Educationis, 1; and Catholic Church. 
(1993). Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1908.

18 Author’s calculations based on data provided at https://trac.syr.edu/immigration/
reports/539/

19 Stein, M. (2019, April 15). “Hunger Strikes at ICE Detention Centers Spread as 
Parole, Bond Denied.” NPR. https://www.npr.org/2019/04/19/713910647/hunger-
strikes-at-ice-detention-centers-spread-as-parole-bond-is-denied.

20 Freedom for Immigrants. (2019, August 6). “Breaking: As Hunger Strikes Erupt 
Nationwide in ICE Detention, Immigrants Subjected to Retaliation and Excessive 
Force.” Freedom for Immigrants. https://www.freedomforimmigrants.org/
news/2019/8/6/multiple-hunger-strikes-erupt-in-ice-jails-and-prisons-nationwide. 

21 Montoya-Galvez, C. (2019, October 16). “Cuban Immigrant Dies by Apparent Suicide 
in ICE Custody in Louisiana.” CBSnews.com. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/cuban-
immigrant-dies-while-in-custody-at-louisiana-ice-detention-center-exclusive/.

22 Number of immigration attorneys in LA and MS cities based on AILA website at 
https://aila.org/abot/immigration-lawyer-search. Driving distance based on drive 
distance from detention center to Immigration Court in New Orleans, located at 
365 Canal Street, New Orleans, LA, 70130, using MapQuest.

23 Based on data from U.S. Census Bureau Quick Facts retrieved August 23, 2019 at  
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/fact/table/US/PST045218.

24 Based on interview with confidential informant, August 22, 2019.

25 Weishar, S. (2011, Spring). “A More Humane System: Community-based Alternatives 
to Immigration Detention (Part II).” JustSouth Quarterly. http://www.loyno.edu/jsri/
sites/loyno.edu.jsri/files/MoreHumaneSystem-Spring2011jsq.pdf.

26 See https://www.detentionlifeline.org/volunteer/ and https://www.
freedomforimmigrants.org/join-us-1.


