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A Call for Prayer, Humility, and Listening:
Our election aftermath

JSRI is seeking a new
Executive Director!
View the position
announcement here and
the job description here.

By Ted Penton, S.J., J.D.*
I expected Election Week to be challenging, but I didn’t expect that I’d be
reduced to tears.
Many aspects of Trump’s presidency have long frustrated me. But to see an
American President publicly call for election officials to stop counting ballots-this took things to another level. That he simultaneously called
to continue counting votes in states where he was behind added an element

JSRI Future Activities
November 20
JSRI Staff will meet via zoom.

of farce while in no way diminishing the tragedy. I wanted to laugh but found
myself crying.

JSRI staff and associates—
working from home—will
continue monitoring local, state,
and federal administrative,
legislative, and judicial actions
regarding our priority issues
and the impact of Covid-19;
participating in advocacy
communications with
authorities; recommending
resources on our website and
by social media; research and
writing for our publications; and
activating our advocacy
network.
JSRI Recent Activities
October 22
Fr. Kammer was part of an online panel on "The Challenge
of Environmental Justice
Today," sponsored by the
Ignatius Ropolo Memorial
Endowment.
October 23
The JSRI Advisory Board
conducted its semi-annual
meeting by zoom and received
its first report from the JSRI
Executive Director Search
Committee.
October 24
Dr. Sue Weishar moderated a
live Zoom discussion entitled
Living Undocumented: DACA,
TPS, and COVID for the 2020
Ignatian Family Teach-In for
Justice.
October 25
A break-out session, Becoming
a Field Hospital for the
Wounded in Central
Mississippi: The Church
Response to the 2019 ICE
Raids and the Coronavirus
Pandemic, organized and
moderated by Dr. Weishar, was
broadcast as part of the 2020
Ignatian Family Teach-In.
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I know I was not the only one caught off-guard. Despite the profound
divisions in the country, I hoped and believed that at a deeper level there
was still a widely shared commitment to our core values, to our democracy.
As a Catholic I find it difficult to support either of the major parties. How do I
support a party whose greatest “achievements” over the past four years are
tax cuts for the wealthy, rollbacks of environmental regulations, and the
dismantling of our asylum system? On the other hand, how do I back a party
which opposes protections for the unborn, offers little support for religious
education, and which for decades passed trade deals that led to huge job
losses?
Disagreement is important in a democratic system. That there is no party I
can fully support does not mean that I should disengage from the process.
On the contrary it means that I need to engage more deeply and creatively,
to advance a vision which serves the common good and respects the
dignity of all. But despite best efforts, at times the rancor threatens to engulf
us.
In this dark time the primary point of hope I see is that, whoever may be in
the White House, whoever may control Congress, whoever may sit on the
Supreme Court, Jesus is Lord. Surely what we share as Christians runs
deeper than what divides us. As tempting as it is to make idols of political
figures, they are not the Lord.
Amid such challenges, what are the first steps towards the reconciliation
which is so crucial? First, prayer. Very few of us are happy with the election
results. Bring that frustration to prayer, lay it before the Lord.
Second, humility. Much of our media has devolved into echo chambers
where we only hear voices we agree with, where those who disagree are
denigrated as fools or worse. We desperately need to grow in humility, to
recognize that none of us holds all the answers, that I have my own blind
spots, and that even some of my own beliefs may be mistaken.

October 30
An op-ed written by Dr.
Weishar opposing the use of
solitary confinement was
published by The Maroon.
November 11
Fr. Kammer did a presentation
about the work of JSRI for the
monthly zoom faculty gathering
with Provost Tanuja Singh.
November 17
Fr. Kammer did a presentation
on Things Jesuit for the staff of
Stident Life and Ministry.
November 18
Dr. Kalob, Fr. Kammer and
Kelsey McLaughlin presented
a press conference via zoom
on the occasion of the releaze
of the JustSouth Index 2019.

Third, we need to listen more deeply to one another, especially to those we
disagree with. This doesn’t mean subjecting oneself to abuse or namecalling—better simply to walk away from those who can’t engage in
charitable dialogue. But it does mean actively seeking out, and trying to
understand, perspectives different from my own. I may not ultimately adopt
their views, but at least I will have a greater understanding of why others
might.
This then, is my prayer for the coming weeks and months: may we all spend
more time focusing on our shared, fundamental values, may we grow in
humility, and may we listen more deeply to one another.
*Fr. Ted Penton, S.J., J.D., is the Secretary for Justice and Ecology of the Jesuit
Conference of Canada and the United States and a member of the Canada Province.
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